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Agenda
 Welcome 

& Introduction

 Stand up for Recovery: 
Advocacy in Action Video

 RCO Tool Kit

 RCO Panel

 Break

 Suicide & SUD

 Family to Family Recovery 
Resource Guide

 Family Panel

 Wrap/Evaluations



. 

Who are we?
Friends of Recovery – New York (FOR-NY) is a 
statewide coalition of people in recovery from 
addiction to alcohol and other drugs. 

The FOR-NY community includes individuals in 
recovery, our families, friends and allies. 

We come together from across New York State to 
ensure that any person struggling with addiction 
has the opportunity to recover and reclaim a 
meaningful life as a member of society.



. 

Our Mission
To demonstrate the power of recovery 
from addiction, as well as the 
tremendous value recovery provides to 
individuals, families and communities 
throughout New York State and the 
nation.



. 

Our Vision
We envision a world in which recovery 
from addiction is both common and 
celebrated; a world in which the entire 
spectrum of effective prevention, 
treatment and recovery support services 
are available and accessible to all.



. 

Our Beliefs
Addiction is a public health issue

Recovery is possible for everyone

There are many pathways of recovery 
and everyone finds their own way

Adequate resources and support are 
necessary for sustained recovery

Recovery is about reclaiming a 
meaningful life as a member of society



. 

Programs & Activities
 Organize Annual Stand up for Recovery Day in Albany

 Produce New York State Recovery Conference

 Conduct & facilitate Education and Training programs

 Advocate for additional funding and legislative support of 
Recovery

 Moderate Statewide Community-Based Recovery Supports 
meetings

 Facilitate “Recovery Talks: Community Listening Forums”

 Offer Recovery-Related Film Screenings

 Conduct and Disseminate Recovery-Focused Research

 Produce E-Newsletter, “Recovery Talk”

 Maintain a State of the Art Recovery Website: www.for-ny.org



Humanize:  Real Life Stories

 Family-to-Family Resource Guide
 “Our Stories Have Power” –

Recovery Community Message Training
 “Science of Addiction & Recovery”
 “The Anonymous People & Generation 

Found Screenings
 Annual Recovery Conference
 Peer Advocate Training/Recovery Coach 

Academy Listings
 Recovery Arts Festival

Recovery Education and Training

Education is critical to 
reducing the stigma 
associated with addiction 
and creating an informed 
society where Recovery for 
individuals and families 
becomes a societal norm.



Organize: The Connecting Tissue

 Community Based Recovery
Supports- Statewide Meetings

 Recovery Community Organization
(RCO) Toolkit

 Community Asset Mapping Training

 Building Recovery Capital Training

 Technical Assistance
to local RCOs, Youth Clubhouses & 
Recovery Community & Outreach 
Centers

Engage individuals, families 
and allies impacted by 
addiction and recovery to:

* Create a culture of 
Recovery in communities 
across New York

* Ensure addiction is 
addressed as a public health 
issue, not a crime 

* Eliminate barriers to 
getting help

* Advocate for a system 
that engages/ supports 
individuals and families

Community Engagement



Mobilize:   Energizing for Change

 Recovery Talks: 
Community Listening Forums

 Recovery Needs / Life in Recovery 
Surveys

 RCO Toolkit

 Technical Assistance to local
RCOs

 Policy/Advocacy
Committee

Adequate resources & support 
are necessary for sustained 
recovery to:

* Ensure addiction is 
addressed as a public health 
issue, not a crime 

* Eliminate barriers to 
getting help

* Advocate for system that 
engages/ supports individuals 
and families

* Develop non-punitive, 
nonjudgmental recovery services 

Public Policy and Advocacy 



The Changing State 
of Recovery In NY

How advocacy efforts 
across New York State 
are changing public 
policy around addiction 
and recovery.



Stand up for Recovery: Advocacy in Action

Impressions?  



Overview:

How to develop 
and maintain a 
thriving Recovery 
Community 
Organization

Allison Weingarten 

& 

Tammy Butler-Fluitt



RCO Panel:

Firsthand accounts 
of community 
organizing 
experiences 

Stephanie Campbell, Moderator  Dave Attridge, Recovery Now

 Ashton Lapoza, Community Outreach 
for Addiction/Recovery

 Al Robinson, Spirit of Truth 

 Van Smith, Recovery Houses of  
Rochester

 Jonathan Westfall, Catholic Charities



15 Minutes Please 



SUD & Suicide:

The connection 
between 
Substance Use 
Disorder and 
Suicide. 

Julie Israel, Save the Michaels 
of the World



ADDICTION AND 

SUICIDE 





















 FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE 
VISIT:  WWW.SAVETHEMICHAELS.ORG



Overview:

Accessing 
Services, 
Navigating the 
process and Self-
Care.

Susan Salomone 

& 

Theresa Knorr



Family Panel:

Finding Help, 
Hope and Healing: 
Family members 
share their 
experience. 

Susan Salomone 

& 

Theresa Knorr, Moderators

 Shon Fluitt

 Margaret Hamilton

 Deborah LaBello

 Paul Haumesser

 Jabril Newman

 Linda Ventura



Wrap UP:

Where do we go 
from here? 

Evaluations!!



 On behalf of Friends of Recovery New York (FOR-NY) thank 
you for your time, your commitment and your service!

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 

citizens can change the world;  indeed, it's the only thing 

that ever has.”   - Margaret Mead

 If you have additional questions or comments, please feel 
free to contact us!



Connect with us: 

Facebook.com/Recovery-NY
Twitter.com/Recovery_NY
LinkedIn.com/company/FOR-NY
YouTube.com:  

Friends of Recovery-New York
E-Mail:  info@for-ny.org
www.FOR-NY.org



FOR-NY Staff 

Phone: 518  487-4395

 Laurie Quinn, Office Manager – Ext.11
 Susan Murphy, Director of Communications – Ext.12
 Theresa Knorr, Director of Education & Training - Ext.14
 Stephanie Campbell, Executive Director - Ext.16
 Allison Weingarten, Policy Director - Ext. 22
 Tammy Buttler-Fluitt, Western NY Consultant- 585-355-0440


